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Everybody is welcome! Everybody belongs! 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to enter the open doors 

of our community and warmly embraces you when you do. At St. John’s, our 

history has taught us that accepting and embracing true diversity is 

challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a firm, undying commitment 

to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: regardless of your cultural 

background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or 

heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive ability – you will not be labeled, singled out or 

excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, embraced, and celebrated! We will be better because you are 

here. Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
 

Young Children – with all their sounds and wiggles –  

are very welcome in this church!  
 

We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to help you make the most of St. John’s 

Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. All are welcome to receive communion, 

partaking of the holy food that strengthens us for the journey of life. To facilitate this, our communion bread 

is gluten-free. A soft space is available in the east wing of the sanctuary for little ones and their parents, as well 

as a kid’s corner with books, coloring trays, and fidget toys in the Narthex/Atrium. If you are visiting us for 

the first time, we invite you to fill out a card found in each pew and place it in the offering plate or hand it to 

an usher. 

 

Blessed Easter Sunday of the Resurrection 
 

Alleluia! Christ is Risen! We come together to proclaim the most 

central truth that we know as Christian people – that in the life, the 

death, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God enters our world, our 

lives bringing hope and new life. 
 

Jesus’ very life showed us that God excludes no one – he healed the 

sick and the despised, he welcomed the outcast, he ate with notorious 

sinners, and he called the most unlikely people to be his friends and 

disciples. Jesus refused to set any limits on God’s love. The religious 

and political leaders of his day were so threatened by this that they 

killed Jesus. But that is not the end of the story! The risen Jesus meets women who have come to his tomb, 

and he says, “Do not be afraid!” Jesus’ resurrection shows us that we have nothing to fear – that the 

circumstances of our lives and even death do not have the last word! Love tramples fear and death! 

 
All hymns © All rights reserved # A-709760  

http://memorialepiscopal.org/
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Easter - The Sunday of the Resurrection 
 
PRELUDE           
 

At the tolling of a bell, the people stand and sing and ring bells to express joy of resurrection.  

The children process into the church with streamers and banners.  

ENTRANCE HYMN       
  Jesus Christ is risen today!          The Hymnal 1982, 207 
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WELCOME 
 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

Presider Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

GLORIA (ring bells)      The Hymnal 1982, S278 
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Presider God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

THE COLLECT  
 

Presider  Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened 

to us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's 

resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

People  Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON               Acts 10:34-43 

Lector   A Reading from the Book of Acts. 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24  

 1   Give thanks to the LORD, who is good; * 

 whose mercy endures for ever. 

 2   Let Israel now proclaim, * 

 "The mercy of the LORD endures for ever." 

 14  The LORD is my strength and my song, * 

 and God has become my salvation. 

 15  There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

 in the tents of the righteous: 

 16  The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 

 the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

 17  I shall not die, but live, * 

 and declare the works of the LORD. 

 18  The LORD has punished me sorely, * 

 but did not hand me over to death. 

 19  Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

 I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

 20  This is the gate of the LORD; * 

 those who are righteous may enter. 

 21  I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

 and have become my salvation. 

 22  The same stone which the builders rejected * 

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

 23  This is the LORD's doing, * 

 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 24  On this day the LORD has acted; * 

 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
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THE SECOND READING             1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

Lector  A reading from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. 

If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact, Christ has been 

raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since death came through a human being, 

the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made 

alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every 

ruler and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The 

last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Book is processed into the center of the congregation. 
 

The people stand as they are able. 
 

GOSPEL HYMN (ring bells)  

 Hail the day that sees him rise     The Hymnal 1982, 214, vv. 1, 3 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL         John 20:1-18 

Presider †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 

stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 

whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 

they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in 

and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 

went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 

lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 

must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two 

angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They 

said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not 

know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 

but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 

looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 

yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

Presider The Gospel of Christ! 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated. 
 

THE SERMON                                    The Rev. Dr. Maryjane Peck 

NICENE CREED 

The people stand as they are able.  
 

Presider Let us affirm our faith. 

All  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
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  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end.  

  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

  who proceeds from the Father,  

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for †the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 

Presider On this day when we celebrate the news that the tomb was empty, when our tears of mourning 

turn to exclamations of joy, let us offer our prayers to God who leads us into New Life. 

Intercessor  We pray for the whole earth and all its creatures. Stir in us a fire to be faithful stewards and 

diligently work to restore it to wholeness, for the glory of God, our Creator. Risen Christ,  

People  Hear our prayer.  

Intercessor  We pray for the Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery of diverse people coming together 

to follow the Way of Love. Inspire us to be faithful witnesses of the transformative power of the 

Gospel. Risen Christ,  

People  Hear our prayer. 

Intercessor  We pray for all those in authority in our nation and in every nation. Fill them with wisdom 

and grace that they may govern with equity, justice, and peace for the good of all people.  

Risen Christ,  

People  Hear our prayer.  

Intercessor  We pray for those who have asked for our prayers, especially Barbara, Gloria, Carolyn, Mimi, 

Sandor, Kathy, Nancy, Madiba, Gayle, Sue, Elliot, David, Elaine, Allie, Jim, Cole, Tom, David, 

Rich, Jennifer, Owen, Bob, Don, Rich, Brody and those we now name _____________.   

Bring them the joy of your salvation. 
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People  Hear our prayer.  

Intercessor  We pray for all who have †died, especially for Jamiel’s father Hisham, and those we now name 

____________. May they rest in the blessed assurance of light perpetual and everlasting life. 

Risen Christ,  

People  Hear our prayer.  

Presider  Blessed are you, O Christ, who rose victorious from the grave. May we, like Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James, and Salome, and all witnesses to the resurrection, see the empty 

tomb, and joyfully believing, walk in newness of life.  

People Amen.   

 

THE PEACE 

Presider May the peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you.  

The peace is exchanged among the people. The people are seated. 
 

OFFERTORY              

Your pledges and financial gifts support the mission, the many ministries, the outreach, and the fellowship offered 

through St. John’s. Gifts of pledges and offerings may be placed in collection baskets.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE  

Text:  Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256 

Mail:  St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Envelopes:  Available upon request 248-546-1255 or office@stjohnro.org 

OR scan this code to be directed to the giving page. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC              August 

Wicker, Trumpet 
Now Let the Heavens Be Joyful (Provencal carol tune)      arr. S. Drummond Wolff 

  

Oblation bearers bring forward the gifts of bread and wine on behalf of the congregation. The ushers pass collection 

baskets to gather our gifts of pledges and other offerings. At the Presentation Hymn, all stand. The ushers present our 

gifts at the altar. The Eucharistic ministers join the clergy to prepare for Eucharist. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@stjohnro.org
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PRESENTATION HYMN  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow        The Hymnal 1982, 380, v. 3 

 

 

 

  

 

 

_________________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST ___________________ 

Eucharistic Prayer B – Book of Common Prayer 

 

Presider  God be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, O God 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the 

glorious resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. By his death he has destroyed the 

power of death over us, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

SANCTUS             
The people stand or kneel as able. 

 

 

 

 

 



12 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy         The Hymnal 1982, S128 
 

 

 

Presider  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life.  

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for 

you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O God, 

All  We remember his death, 

  We proclaim his resurrection, 

  We await his coming in glory; 
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Presider And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O God of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  

†Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 

Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 

of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 

is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever.  

People   Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Presider  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name; thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  

FRACTION ANTHEM 

Lamb of God (at 10:15am)       The Hymnal 1982, S154 
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This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar seeking Christ will be welcomed. The 

bread used for Holy Eucharist at St. John’s is gluten-free. If you are unable to come to the altar, but desire Communion, please notify 

an usher.   
 

Presider Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These are the Gifts of God! 

People   And we are the people of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Healing - Those who would like prayers for healing may go to the healing station in the west transept for prayers during 

communion. 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS 

 That Easter morn       Voices Found, 204 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Come away to the skies The Hymnal 1982, 213 
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Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord H1982, 178 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 The people stand as they are able and pray together. 
 

Presider   Let us pray. 
All God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your people in 

heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim 

your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.   

       Amen. 
 

EASTER BLESSING 
 

Presider  May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of 

his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. And the blessing of God our 

Creator, Jesus our Sanctifier  and the Holy Spirit our Sustainer be upon you and remain with you 

now and forever,   

All Amen.   

RECESSIONAL HYMN      

The people ring bells to express joy in Christ’s resurrection.   

The day of resurrection            The Hymnal 1982, 210 
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DISMISSAL 
 

Presider  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

POSTLUDE 

 

Easter and Holy Week Volunteers - Thank you! 
Many thanks to ALL who worked joyfully to prepare for this Holy Week and Easter – especially our Altar 

Guild, Art Installation and Spaces Team, Honeydoers, Storytellers, Chancel Choir and all musicians, 

maintenance team, ushers, greeters, lectors, and acolytes, openers/closers, those delivering flowers to our 

homebound parishioners, and the St. John’s Staff and all those people who work behind the scenes to make 

these days special for the congregation and our guests. Blessed Easter! 
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Ministers of Today’s Service:  

The People of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak 
Acolytes 

(8:00a.m.) LeeAnn Morgan  

(10:15a.m) Ian Babcock, Jennifer Smigielski, 

Lillian Smigeliski 
 

Altar Guild  

(8:00a.m.) Ray Kwiatowski 

(10:15a.m.) Kathy Stricker, Maryann LeComb 
 

Bread Bakers 

Jennifer Bartleman, Julia Bartleman 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  

(8:00a.m.) Chuck Tucker, Joey Spano 

(10:15a.m.) Barb Moran, Rachel Andrews, Sandy 

Curtis, Sharon Kennedy 
 

Greeters  

(8:00a.m.) Bernadette Ethridge 

(10:15a.m.) Lisa Phillips, Marie Donigan 
 

Greeters during service  

(8:00a.m.) Paulynn Auger 

(10:15a.m.) Brent McFeaters 
 

Healing Ministers 

(8:00a.m) LeeAnn Morgan 

(10:15a.m.) Joyce Morey 
 

8:00a.m. Lectors  

Rosemary Spatafora – First Lesson and the Psalm  

William Weide –  Second Lesson and Prayers of 

the People 
 
 

10:15a.m. Lectors  

Askari Asante – First Lesson and the Psalm  

Aubrey Muth –  Second Lesson 

Deborah Shepherd – Prayers of the People 
 

 

 

 

 

Musicians  

Dr. Steve McGhee, Music Director,  

St. John’s Chancel Choir, Brooklyn Pfeffer, Laila 

Robleh, Cailin Weber Choral Scholars 

August Wicker, Trumpet 
 

Opener/Closer  

Eric Babcock, Ray Kwiatowski 
 

Parking Lot Greeters 

Gregg Barnett, Richard LeJeune 
 

Tech Team  

Laurie McLaughlin, Chris Bosley, Barbara Jones,  

Tales Lima 
 

Ushers  

Carl Jones, Cole Gluklick, David Landis, Joan 

McFeaters, Richard LeJeune 
 

Vergers  

Rachel Andrews, Kevin McLogan 

 

Interim Director of Youth & Family Ministry  

Emma Bruns 
 

Interim Rector 

The Rev. Dr. Maryjane Peck
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