
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Last Sunday after the Epiphany 

 February 15, 2026 
 

8:00a.m. In-Person Worship 

10:15a.m. Online/In-Person Worship 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Royal Oak MI 
 

St. John’s Welcome Statement 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to be a part of our community 

and warmly embraces you when you do. At St. John’s, our history has taught us that 

accepting and embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to 

claim a firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to you: 

regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive ability – 

you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be welcomed, 

affirmed, embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are here.  Adopted 

by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 
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Everyone is Welcome! Everyone Belongs!  
Young Children – with all their sounds and wiggles – are very welcome in this church! 

 

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by signing our Guest Book (clipboard 

in the entry of the church) and/or filling out a yellow card found in each pew. Place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to an usher. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to 

help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. 

  

All are welcome to communion, where we share one bread, one body. To facilitate this, our communion 

bread is all gluten free. All are welcome to St. John’s programs and events. 

  

All hymns © All rights reserved # A-709760  
 

PRELUDE  
  

At the ringing of a bell, the people stand 
 

OPENING HYMN (at 10:15am)  

Christ, whose glory fills the skies     The Hymnal 1982, 7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

_________________________ THE  WORD  OF  GOD_________________________ 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION 

Presider †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW RECTOR 
 

All Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on St. John’s Church and so guide the  

 minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish, that we may receive a faithful pastor, 

who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

All  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

GLORIA (spoken at the 8:00am) 
  

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty 

God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus 

Christ, only son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have 

mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For you alone are 

the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.  Amen.  

 

GLORIA (at the 10:15am)      The Hymnal 1982, S280
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Presider God be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Presider Let us pray.   

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: 

Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, 

and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

People   Amen. 

The people are seated 
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FIRST LESSON          Exodus 24-18 

Lector  A reading from the book of Exodus 
 

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets 

of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out 

with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait 

here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to 

them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of 

the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to 

Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of 

the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the mountain. 

Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 99 

1 The LORD is Sovereign; 

let the people tremble; * 

The LORD is enthroned upon the cherubim; 

let the earth shake. 

2 The LORD is great in Zion; * 

he is high above all peoples. 

3 Let them confess the name of The LORD,  

which is great and awesome; * 

The LORD is the Holy One. 

4 "O mighty Sovereign, lover of justice, 

you have established equity; * 

you have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob." 

5 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and fall down before the footstool of the Holy One. * 

6 Moses and Aaron among your priests, 

and Samuel among those who call upon your Name, * 

they called upon you, O LORD, and you answered them. 

7 You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; * 

they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 

8 O LORD our God, you answered them indeed; * 

you were a God who forgave them, 

yet punished them for their evil deeds. 
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9 Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God 

and worship upon God’s holy hill; * 

for the LORD our God is the Holy One. 
 

SECOND LESSON                                                 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

Lector  A reading from the apostle Peter 
 

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the 

Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him 

on the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own 

interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy 

Spirit spoke from God. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL HYMN (at 10:15am)  
 

O Light of Light, love given birth      The Hymnal 1982, 133 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                   Matthew 17:1-9 
 

Presider    †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high 

mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 

Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings here, 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well 

pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 

But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they 

saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, 

“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
 

Presider     The Gospel of Christ. 

People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

SERMON         The Rev. Dr. Maryjane Peck 

A period of silence to reflect is kept 

Please stand as you are able 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

Presider Let us affirm our faith. 
 

All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 

the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 

end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for †the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come.  

Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE      

Presider In gratitude for all that we have and all that we are, let us earnestly call on God for the 

needs, concerns, and hopes of all peoples. 
 

Leader  We pray for this beautiful and broken world and all who love it and work to heal it.  

All  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader We pray for your faithful disciples everywhere, but especially for your faithful ones here at 

St. John’s: for our clergy, for our Vestry and parish leaders, and for all of us who strive each 

day to proclaim your Good News by our words and our example.  

All   Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Leader We pray for justice and peace to reign in every nation, state, city, and community, so that the 

dignity of every human being may be protected and upheld.  

All   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader We pray for those in need of compassion and care, especially Barbara, Gloria, Cheri, 

Carolyn, Sandor, Kathy, Nancy, Madiba, Gayle, Sue, Ronald, Johnnie, Cole, Jenny, Linda, 

Emma, Mark, Elliot, Jennifer, Brody, David, Bob, Ryan and those we now name either 

silently or aloud ______. May we be a source of love and strength to all in need.  

All   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader  We remember with thanksgiving those who have †died in the faith of Christ, and those we 

now name, either silently or aloud _________, and those whose faith is known to you 

alone. 

People   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader We pray for the lives lost to violence - especially for Renee Good, Alex Pretti, Silverio 

Villegas Gonzalez, and Martinex of Minnesota. We pray for all the beloved children of God, 

taken too soon, as well as the lives lost in immigration custody. May light perpetual shine on 

them. 

All   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Leader We offer thanksgiving and praise for all the good gifts you shower upon us. Help us to look 

for the light of Christ, to take bold steps, and to follow where you lead.   

All   Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Presider God of abundance, accept the prayers we offer on this day. Fill our hunger with your word 

  of truth and summon all who thirst to the banquet of your love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

All Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
 

Clergy  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

All Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed; by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone.   

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.   

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;  

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  

to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 
 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, +forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

All   Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The peace is exchanged among the people. 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Your pledges and financial gifts support the mission, the many ministries, the outreach, and the fellowship offered 

through St. John’s. Gifts of pledges and offerings may be placed in collection baskets or at the basins at the steps of 

the altar as you come up for communion.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE  

Text:  Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256 

Mail:  St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 

Envelopes:  Available upon request 248-546-1255 or office@stjohnro.org 

OR scan this code to be directed to the giving page. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC (at 10:15am)   

“Lord, know I been changed” (Traditional spiritual) arr. by Larry Shackley 
 

PRESENTATION (at 8:00) 
 

Presider All things come of thee, O Lord. 

People  And of thine own have we given thee.   
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10:15am  At the Presentation Hymn, all stand. The ushers present our gifts at the altar. The Eucharistic 

ministers join the clergy to prepare for Eucharist.  

PRESENTATION HYMN (at 10:15) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow The Hymnal 1982 380, v. 3 

 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

____________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST  ____________________ 

Eucharistic Prayer B from Book of Common Prayer 

Presider  God be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Presider  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, God 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. For you are the source of light and life, you made us in your 

image and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with 

Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the 

glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS    
 

Presider and People (spoken at 8:00am)           
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy, holy, holy (at 10:15am)          The Hymnal 1982, S128 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Presider continues 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 

the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 

Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from his Mother 

Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 

you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 

this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness 

of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O God, 
 

All  We remember his death, 

  We proclaim his resurrection, 

  We await his coming in glory. 
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And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O God of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 

that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.  
 

† Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 

daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the 

author of our salvation. 
 

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty God, now and for ever.   
 

People  Amen. 
  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Presider  As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread.  

  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread.  (spoken at 8:00am)  
 

Presider Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People   Therefore, let us keep the feast.  

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/FRACTION ANTHEM  
 

Presider breaks the consecrated Bread 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 

 

Lamb of God (at 10:15am)       The Hymnal 1982, S161 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider These are the gifts of God.  

People  And we are the people of God.  

Presider Behold who you are, and become what you receive. 
 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar seeking Christ will be 

welcomed. The wafers are gluten-free.  

COMMUNION HYMNS (at 10:15am) 

Christ upon the mountain peak    The Hymnal 1982, 129 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Songs of thankfulness and praise             The Hymnal 1982, 135 

  

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people stand as they are able 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Presider Let us pray, 

All  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in 

these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal  

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve 

you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and 

glory, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

BLESSING   
 

Presider May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and 

remain with you always. 
 

All Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN (at 10:15am) 
I love to tell the story              LEVAS II, 64 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

The people turn to face the Clergy 
 

Presider  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 
 

Altar Thanksgiving 

In thanksgiving for  

the hard working volunteers of New To You 

 
 

 

We continue to pray for …  
Lorie, Betty, Patty, Wilma, Gail, Nan, Chris, Jan, Linda, Dot, Ron and Chris (by Maryann LeComb & 

Kathy Stricker), Gabriel (by Kim Unrau and Maryann Maiuri), Gayle (by Pam Lupinski), Angelina (by 

Allyson Frank), Abby, Lois (by Marcy Darin),  Johnny (by Susan Bonnen)  

Pail (by Rachel Andrews), Owen (by Cheryl Kline) 



  

Ministers of Today’s Service: The People of St. John’s Episcopal Church Royal Oak
Acolytes 

(8:00a.m.) Brian Craft  

(10:15a.m.) Julian Griffin, Ryley Griffin, Annalise Galat 
 

Altar Guild  

(8:00a.m.) Pam Lupinski 

(10:15a.m.) Betsey Morton, Bob Davis, Joyce Morey, 

Katie Morton 
 

Bread Bakers  

Julia Bartleman, Jennifer Bartleman 
 

Eucharistic Ministers  

(8:00a.m.) Chuck Tucker, Joey Spano 

(10:15a.m.) Cindy Fellner, Woodie Adams,  

Jennifer Bruns, Jonatan Ascarruz-Asencios 
 

Greeters  

(8:00a.m.) Gregory Gmerek 

(10:15a.m.) Lisa Phillips, Marie Donigan 
 

Greeters during service  

(8:00a.m.) Gregory Gmerek 

(10:15a.m.) Richard LeJeune 
 

Healing Ministers 

(8:00a.m.) Janet Craft 

(10:15a.m.) Barbara Jones 
 

8:00a.m. Lectors  

Michael Saggau – First Lesson and the Psalm  

Yve Jones –  Second Lesson and Prayers of the People 

 

 

10:15a.m. Lectors  

Christopher Bosley – First Lesson and the Psalm  

Nicole Stewart –  Second Lesson 

Sandy Curtis – Prayers of the People 
 

Musicians  

Dr. Steve McGhee, Music Director,  

St. John’s Chancel Choir, Brooklyn Pfeffer, Laila Robleh, 

Cailin Weber Choral Scholars 
 

Opener/Closer  

Steve Fairman, Chris Moran 
 

Parking Lot Greeters 

Gregg Barnett, Richard LeJeune 
 

Sunday School Teachers 

Elizabeth Isakson-Dado, Jamiel Dado 
 

Tech Team  

Laurie McLaughlin, Chris Bosley, Barbara Jones, Tales Lima 
 

Ushers  

Bruce Donigan, Chris Davis, Gregory Taub 
 

Vergers  

Rachel Andrews, Kevin McLogan 
 

Interim Rector of St. John’s  

The Rev. Dr. Maryjane Peck

 

 
 

 

 

BAPTISM & CONFIRMATION - Easter is the season of new life! 
 For all who feel called to be baptized or confirmed into the Episcopal Church, this is a wonderful time to take that step. Please 

contact Rev. Dr. Maryjane Peck for more information. 

UPCOMING EVENTS & SERVICES 

Sunday, February 15 – Worship at 8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m.  

Faith in Justice Meeting in Community Room at 9:05a.m. 

Tuesday, February 17 – Coffee w/ a Cause in Church Library at 10:30a.m. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at Jatho Hall at 6:00p.m. 

Wednesday, February 18 – Ash Wednesday Service at Noon and 7:00p.m. 

Saturday, February 21 – Open Hands Food Pantry open 8:30a.m. – 10:30a.m. 

St. John's Hiking Group Meeting at Troy Nature Center at 10:00a.m, Carpool is available at SJRO at 9:30a.m. 

Sunday, February 22 – Worship at 8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m. 

Tuesday, February 24 – St. John’s Reads Meeting in the Community Room at 1:00p.m. 

Wednesday, February 25 – Lenten Evening Prayer Vigil & Meditation at 6:30p.m. 
 


