
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twenty -Third  Sunday  after Pentecost  
 

 

October 27, 2024 
8:00am In Person Worship 

10:15am Online/In Person Worship 
 

 

St. Johnõs Episcopal Church, Royal Oak, M
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St. Johnõs Welcome Statement 
Welcome! We are St. Johnõs, a parish that invites you to be a 
part of our community and warmly embraces you when you 
do.  
 
At St. Johnõs, our history has taught us that accepting and 
embracing true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have 

come to claim a firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to 
you: regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive ability ð 
you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, 
embraced and celebrated! We will be better because you are here.  
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. Johnõs Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 

 
Stewardship Campaign 2025: Walk in Love 

Throughout the coming weeks, you will be hearing about 
our 2025 Walk in Love Annual Stewardship Campaign for 
St. Johnõs Episcopal Church. This is how our members support 
St. Johnõs mission and ministries: through our financial 
commitments ð what we call pledges ð and through our gifts of 
time and service. The pledge cards for the 2025 Walk in 

Love Stewardship Campaign have been mailed. Determining what you will pledge is a matter 
of prayer and discernment for each household. We are deeply grateful for the financial generosity, 
unwavering commitment, and prayerful participation of the St. Johnõs congregation. Thank you for 
your part in our community.    
 

Walking in love and the spirit of gratitude, 
The Stewardship Committee:  Marie Donigan, Jelane Richardson, Marcy Darin, and Joey Spano  

 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule at a glance 
8:00am ð Worship 

10:00 ð 10:45am ð Sunday School (age 4 through 5th grade) gather at the stairs on second floor 
in the entry/narthex) and sign in before going up to the third floor for Sunday School. 
Children are also welcome to stay with family in church if they prefer. 

10:00am ð Nursery open for children ages 0-3 on the third floor. 
10:15am ð Worship   
10:45am ð Sunday School children join their families for Communion 

Most Sundays ð 11:05am - 12:00 noon ð Youth Group (grades 6-12) are first to receive 
Communion, and then leave to meet on the third floor with youth leaders. 

 
All hymns © All rights reserved # A-709760 
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PRELUDE  
 

_________________________ THE WORD OF GOD  _________________________ 
At the ringing of a bell, the people stand. 
 

ENTRANCE H YMN  (at 10:15) 

O bless the Lord, my soul!     The Hymnal 1982, 411

 
 

OPENING ACCLAMATION           

Presider ÀBlessed be the One, Living, and Holy God. 
People  And blessed be Godõs kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GLORIA  (spoken at 8:00) 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to Godõs people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly king, 
Almighty God and Father, 

We worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory!  

TRISAGION   (at the 10:15am)                       The Hymnal 1982, S100 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY       
Presider       God be with you. 

People         And also with you. 
Presider       Let us pray. 
  

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; 
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

THE FIRST LESSON             Jeremiah 31:7-9 

Lector  A reading from Jeremiah 

Thus says the LORD: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

proclaim, give praise, and say, 
òSave, O LORD, your people, 
the remnant of Israel.ó 

See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

among them the blind and the lame, those with child and 
those in labor, together; 
a great company, they shall return here. 

With weeping they shall come, 
and with consolations I will lead them back, 

I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godõs people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 126 

1   When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
then were we like those who dream. 

2   Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 

3   Then they said among the nations, * 
"The LORD has done great things for them." 

4   The LORD has done great things for us, * 
and we are glad indeed. 

5   Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6   Those who sowed with tears * 
will reap with songs of joy. 

7   Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 

THE SECOND LESSON                Hebrews 7:23-28 

Lector  A reading from Hebrews 

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death 
from continuing in office; but Jesus holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 
separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high 
priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and 
then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. For 
the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of 
the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever. 

Lector  Hear what the Spirit is saying to Godõs people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The people stand and sing (at 10:15) as the Gospel book is processed to the center of the nave. 

GOSPEL HYMN  (at 10:15)               
O Lord hear my prayer        Taizé 

 

THE H OLY GOSPEL  Mark 10:46-52 

Gospeller ÀThe Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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Jesus and his disciples came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd 
were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and 
say, òJesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!ó Many sternly ordered him to be 
quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, òSon of David, have mercy on me!ó Jesus 
stood still and said, òCall him here.ó And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
òTake heart; get up, he is calling you.ó So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, òWhat do you want me to do for you?ó The 
blind man said to him, òMy teacher, let me see again.ó Jesus said to him, òGo; your 
faith has made you well.ó Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the 
way. 

Gospeller The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

SERMON    The Rev. Gerardo Aponte-Safe 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          

  

The choir and congregation sing together, and then repeat the Refrain. 

 

Clergy 
Loving God, who heals what has been broken, and who reconciles those who have 
been divided; unite us as one body, as we pray.  
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Leader 1 We pray for the peace of the whole world, and for the unity of all 
peoples. Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our 
lives, in our nation, and in the world; Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 2 Lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace. Awaken in us a 
sense of wonder for the earth, and guide us to care creatively for its 
resources. Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 1 Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours, and watch over those 
affected by violence and war, natural and human-made disasters. Make 
us instruments of your peace. Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 2 Bless all those seeking federal, state and local public offices, especially 
the candidates for President and Vice President of the United States; fill 
them with the love of truth and righteousness that they may serve with 
humility, justice, and peace. Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 1 Strengthen and protect all election officials, observers, poll workers, and 
judges. Give them a spirit of wisdom and understanding, that they may 
persevere in truth and administer the law impartially. Add your own prayers 
in silence 

 

All sing the Refrain  
 

Leader 2 Comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit, 
especially Barbara, Gloria, Cheri, Carolyn, Sandor, Kathy, Nancy, 
Madiba, Trudy, Gayle, Sue, Scout, Jenny, Kanata, Linda. May we be a 
source of love and strength to them. Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 1 We remember with thanksgiving those who have Àdied in the faith of 
Christ, especially The Venerable Jeffernell Howcott. Into your hands we 
commend them. Add your own prayers in silence 

 

Leader 2 Fill our hearts with gratitude and generosity, that of the abundance of 
our treasure and abilities we may bless and serve our neighbors. Add your 
own prayers in silence 

 

All sing the Refrain  
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Presider O God, giver of all good gifts: bless our parish, strengthen our faith, and 
set in each of us the intention to show mercy and to make peace.  

Amen.  

THE CONFESSION  
  

Clergy Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbors.  
All Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

THE ABSOLUTION  
 

Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, Àforgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 
 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

The peace is exchanged among the people. 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

INVITATION TO THE OFFERTORY  

Walk and in love, as Christ loves us, and gave himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God. Amen.   
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Your pledges and financial gifts support the mission, the many ministries, the outreach, and the fellowship 
offered through St. Johnõs. 
  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE 
Text: Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256  
Mail: St. Johnõs, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 

OR scan this code to be directed to the giving page.  
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC (at 10:15) 
 Order my steps (in your word)      by Glenn Burleigh, arr. Jack Schrader 

Oblation bearers bring forward the gifts of bread and wine on behalf of the congregation.  

8:00am - Gifts of pledges and other offerings may be placed in collection baskets at the steps of the altar. 

10:15am - The ushers pass collection baskets to gather our gifts of pledges and other offerings. At the 
Presentation Hymn, all stand. The ushers present our gifts at the altar. The Eucharistic ministers join 
the clergy to prepare for Eucharist. 

 PRESENTATION H YMN (at 10:15)      We give thee but thine own, v.1
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_____________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST  __________________ 

Presider   God be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
Presider  Lift up your hearts. 
People   We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Presider 
 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for you bring healing and wholeness to all who seek your help. 

You have come to us in your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who embodied your compassion 
for all who suffer spiritual blindness in a broken world. 

Therefore with our hearts lifted high, we offer you our thanks, and join with 
Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our 
voices to magnify you as we sing (say): 

SANCTUS    
 

Presider and People (spoken at 8:00am)           
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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The people stand or kneel as able. (at 10:15am)          The Hymnal 1982, S128 

 
 

 

The Presider continues 
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took 
bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: òTake, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.ó 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, 
gave it to them, and said: òDrink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.ó 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ 
crucified and risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of 
bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 


