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The wolf shall live with the lamb, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  

and a little child shall lead them. Psalm 72 
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St. John’s Welcome Statement 
 
Welcome! We are St. John’s, a parish that invites you to be a part of 
our community and warmly embraces you when you do.  
 

At St. John’s, our history has taught us that accepting and embracing 
true diversity is challenging. As a result, we have come to claim a 
firm, undying commitment to inclusion. So here is our invitation to 
you: regardless of your cultural background, ethnicity, gender, 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or heterosexual identity, economic status, physical or cognitive ability 
– you will not be labeled, singled out or excluded here. You will be welcomed, affirmed, embraced and 
celebrated! We will be better because you are here.  
 
Adopted by unanimous vote at St. John’s Annual Meeting, January 31, 2016 

 
 
 

Everyone is Welcome! Everyone Belongs! 
Welcome Newcomers! 

Young Children – with all their sounds and wiggles - are very welcome in this church! 
  

If you are here for the first time, please help us to get to know you by signing our Guest Book (clipboard 
in the entry of the church) and/or filling out a yellow card found in each pew. Place it in the offering 
plate or hand it to an usher. We are so pleased that you are here and want to do everything we can to 
help you make the most of St. John’s Episcopal Church and its resources for your spiritual journey. 
  

All are welcome to communion, where we share one bread, one body. To facilitate this, our communion 
bread is all Gluten Free. All are welcome to St. John’s programs and events. 
          
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule at a glance: 

∙       8:00am – Worship 

∙       10:10am – Children age 4 through 5th grade gather at the stairs on second floor in the 
entry/narthex) and sign in before going up to the third floor for Sunday School. Children are 
also welcome to stay with family in church if they prefer. 

∙       10:15am – Worship   

∙       10:15am - 10:45am – Sunday School (age 4 through 5th grade) meets on the third floor 

∙       10:45am – Sunday School children join their families for Communion 

∙       11am – Youth Group (grades 6-12) is to receive Communion, leaves to meet on the third floor 
with youth leaders 
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Advent 

Music and Liturgy during the Season of Advent  
Waiting, watching and hoping are three of the words most commonly associated with the season of 
Advent. It is almost ironic that the ancient traditions of the church call us to these things in the 
midst of what has become, at least in the U.S., a season in which most of us try to avoid waiting. 
In the various ways, we are observing the season of Advent here at St. John’s, but particularly in 
liturgy and music, we hope to create spiritual space in which we can all have the chance to slow 
down, listen, watch and hope for what Christ may be doing among us.  
In addition to engaging in more intentional periods of silence, we’ll sing and listen to music that has 
a sparser, chant-like texture. Other music, such as some of the choir’s anthems and the Psalms will 
evoke the plea we hear in Advent readings and hymns for Christ to come quickly. The minor (but 
not mournful) keys of much of our music will help to create a sense of anticipation and unresolved 
tension that calls to mind the Advent hope of the redemption of all things in the fullness of time. 
 

The Seasonal Color of Advent - Blue 
The Vestments and adornments of the sanctuary, including the candles for the Advent Wreath at 
St. John’s are blue in the tradition of the Sarum rite (i.e., the traditions associated with Salisbury 
Cathedral, England) – practiced in Great Britain from the 11th century through the Protestant 
Reformation. The vibrant colors symbolize the jubilant cry, “Rejoice in Expectation!” and also 
represent the darkened sphere of earth, our living in darkness, awaiting Christ. 
 

The Lessons – Notes on the Lectionary beginning in Advent 
The Readings in the Episcopal Church (and in most liturgical Christian Churches around the 
world) are taken from a three-year cycle of scriptural passages known as the Revised Common 
Lectionary. This Advent season (which marks the beginning of the liturgical year), we begin year 
A and as such the majority of our Gospel readings are taken from the Gospel of Matthew. In year 
B the readings come from Mark’s Gospel and in Year C they come from Luke’s Gospel. Readings 
from the Gospel of John are inserted periodically in all years. 
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PRELUDE   
 

_________________________ THE WORD OF GOD _________________________ 
At the ringing of a bell, the people stand 
 

OPENING HYMN (at 10:15am)  

On Jordan's banks the Baptist's cry     The Hymnal 1982, 76, vv. 1, 3, 4, 5 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION                                   

  

Presider  Make straight the paths we now walk 
People  And prepare the way for God’s reign of justice and love. 
Presider †Blessed be God: Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

TRISAGION (spoken at the 8:00am) 

  

Holy God, 
Holy and Mighty, 
Holy Immortal One, 
Have mercy upon us. 

(at the 10:15am)                                  The Hymnal 1982, S102 
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ADVENT WREATH 

The first and second candles of the Advent Wreath is lighted.  
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Presider God be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Let us pray.   

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 
prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 
our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The people are seated. 

FIRST LESSON            Isaiah 11:1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
or decide by what his ears hear; 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

Notes on the Advent Wreath: This custom of candle lighting was derived from the Jewish Sabbath practice 
and was a regular occurrence in the early Christian house churches. As time went on the practice was carried over 
to the larger assemblies outside of homes. The Sarum blue candles mark three of the four Sundays of Advent.  
On the third Sunday of Advent, sometimes called Gaudate Sunday or “Rejoice”, we light a pink candle. The 
white candle, or Incarnation candle, in the center is lit on Christmas Eve signifying the Incarnation, The Light 
and The Word, coming to dwell among us.  
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Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. 

The cow and the bear shall graze, 
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

They will not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 
as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations  
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

1   Give the King your justice, O God, * 
and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

2   That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 

3   That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 

4   He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 

5   He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 

6   He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
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7   In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

18  Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 

19  And blessed be God’s glorious name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
Amen. Amen. 

THE SECOND LESSON            Romans 15:4-13 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 
the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf 
of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, 

"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
and sing praises to your name"; 

and again he says, 
"Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; 
and again, 
"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples praise him"; 
and again Isaiah says, 
"The root of Jesse shall come, 

the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
in him the Gentiles shall hope." 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL HYMN (at 10:15am)  

 Jesus, name above all names  Voices Found, 81 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                   Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Deacon    †The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.’” 

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 

Deacon      The Gospel of Christ. 
People  Praise to you Lord Christ. 

SERMON               The Rev. Beth Taylor 

A period of silence is kept. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    

Deacon God of the watching, God of the waiting, you raised up John the 
baptizer as a herald who calls us to conversion. As we joyfully await the 
glorious coming of Christ, we pray to you for the needs of the church 
and the world.  

Leader 
God of the watching, thank you for the symbol of the Advent wreath, whose circle 
reminds us that your mercy is endless, with no beginning or end.  Help us to set our 
minds on things eternal. 
Hear our prayer. 

God of the waiting, we pray for all in authority.  We look forward to the day when 
the wolf will lie down with the lamb; when the nations of the world will walk in the 
light of peace, and justice is experienced by all peoples. 
Hear our prayer. 

God of the watching, we pray for this city and our region, that we may be 
communities of hope, wellbeing and belonging.  
Hear our prayer. 

God of the waiting, we pray for all the people of St. John’s, that you may 
strengthen us for the ministries that you have set before us. Help us to encourage, 
strengthen, and welcome one another, just as Christ has welcomed us. We give 
thanks for the blessings of this life, especially those we now name ______. God 
who blesses us, 
Hear our prayer. 

God of the watching, we pray for the sick, the friendless, and the needy, that they 
may experience your healing presence, especially Barbara, Scott, Greg, Gloria, 
Sandor, Kathy, Mary, Mary Ann, Marilyn, Madiba, Gabby, Maedell, Jeffernell, 
Wanda, Nadine, Sue, Halsey, Gayle, Jamie, and those we now name _______; God 
who heals and strengthens us, 
Hear our prayer. 

God of the waiting, set our hearts and minds on the here and now, and help us to 
remember and be thankful for what matters, especially those things we now name 
_______. God who does wonders, 
Hear our prayer. 
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God of the watching, we pray for †all who have died, especially those we now 
name _________. God who welcomes them into eternal life, 

Hear our prayer. 

God of the waiting, we pray for all those who are watching and waiting for a dream 
to be born, that you may give them patience of heart and mind and the wisdom to 
see your will.  
Hear our prayer. 

Presider     Hasten, O God, the coming of your kingdom, and grant that we, who 
now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his advent in glorious 
majesty. Amen. 

 

THE CONFESSION  
 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
All  Most merciful God, 
      we confess that we have sinned against you 
          in thought, word, and deed, 
   by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
      We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
       we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
      We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
      For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
   have mercy on us and forgive us; 
   that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
       to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

Presider 
Almighty God have mercy on you, †forgive you all your sins through the grace of 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

The people stand as they are able. The peace is exchanged among the people. 
 

Presider The peace of Christ be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
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GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

● Stewardship 2023 – Pledge cards for your commitment to St. John’s in 2023 are 
available in the pews, in the office, and on the St. John’s website. 
stjohnsroyaloak.org/pledgeonline 
 

Your pledges and financial gifts support the mission, the many ministries, the outreach, and the fellowship 
offered through St. John’s. Gifts of pledges and offerings may be placed in collection baskets or at the basins 
at the steps of the altar as you come up for communion.  

Give online:  stjohnsroyaloak.org and click on GIVE (recurring gifts help to sustain 
ministry year-round) 
Text:  Text "StJohnsRoyalOak" to 73256 
Mail:  St. John’s, 26998 Woodward Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Envelopes:  Available upon request 248-546-1255 or office@stjohnro.org 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS, ANNIVERSARIES AND MILESTONES  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servants as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom 
and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days of their 
lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

OFFERTORY MUSIC (at 10:15am) 
 Every valley            John Ness Beck 

Ev'ry valley shall be exalted and ev'ry mountain made low  
and the crooked made straight and the rough places plain.  
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
and all flesh shall see it together;  
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 

 

10:15am At the Presentation Hymn, all stand. The ushers present our gifts at the altar. 

The Eucharistic ministers join the clergy to prepare for Eucharist.  
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PRESENTATION HYMN  
O come, o come, Emmanuel  The Hymnal 1982, 56, v. 2 
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__________________________ THE HOLY EUCHARIST ________________________ 

           Eucharistic Prayer 1, Enriching Our Worship 

Presider         The Lord be with you. 
People           And also with you. 
Presider         Lift up your hearts. 
People           We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People           It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant 
love; You have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit us into one body. Through 
your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every 
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say): 
 

SANCTUS 
All (spoken at 8:00am) 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy, holy, holy (sung at 10:15am)  The Hymnal 1982, S124 

The people stand or kneel. 
 

 
The Presider continues 
  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. 
You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. 
 

You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show 
forth your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in 
ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 
violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never 
ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. 
 

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered 
us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew 
your promise of salvation. 
 

Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. 
Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the 
way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when 
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, 
eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new 
Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

All  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Presider continues 
 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation 
this bread and this wine. 
 

By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus 
Christ. Grant that †we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit 
and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage 
of your daughters and sons, that with all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, 
we may praise your Name for ever. 
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your Name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
 on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, 
 the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD/FRACTION ANTHEM 
 Lamb of God             Gather, 231 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

Presider These are the gifts of God. 
People  And we are the people of God. 
Presider And in union and solidarity with your faithful people who are not able to 
  be present at this table, we pray together. 
People May we live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen. 
 

This is Christ’s table, and Christ is our host at this feast.  Everyone who comes to the altar seeking 
Christ will be welcomed. The wafers are gluten-free.  

St. John’s youth (6th-12th grade) are the first to receive communion, and then leave immediately following 
Eucharist to meet with their leaders. All youth are invited to participate – you are very welcome here!  
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COMMUNION HYMNS 
     Savior of the nations, come        The Hymnal 1982, 54 
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Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendor         The Hymnal 1982, 307 
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SENDING FORTH OF LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  

Deacon In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts 
that those to whom you go may share with the communion of Christ’s 
Body and Blood. 

People We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one 
cup. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

All stand and pray 
 

Eternal God, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING  
 

Presider Go now and prepare the way of the Lord. 
Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, 
And live in harmony with one another. 

 †And the blessing of the Almighty God, 
 Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 
 Be with you this day, and remain with your for ever. Amen.  
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
There's a voice in the wilderness crying    The Hymnal 1982, 75 
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DISMISSAL 
Deacon Go in peace, live in love, seek to be holy in all that you do. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
 
 

Altar Memorials and Thanksgivings 
 

In thanksgiving for 
those who are joining us in worship for the first time 

and for our 
Ushers, Greeters and Newcomers Welcoming Team 

who provide a ministry of welcome and hospitality  

 
 
 

Altar Flower Memorials and Thanksgivings 

We welcome your participation and contributions to this ministry. If you would like to have a 
flower thanksgiving or memorial placed in the bulletin, please contact Jennifer Perkins at 248-
546-1255 or office@stjohnro.org or you can give online by going to the St. John’s website at 
stjohnsroyaloak.org - click on GIVE and then from the “Fund” dropdown options, select 
“Flower Fund.” The suggested minimum donation is $25.00; however, all donations will be 
accepted and recognized. Thank you! 
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Ministers of Today’s Service: The People of St. John’s  
 

8:00am Bill Weide – First Lesson and Psalm; Barbara Lugger – Second 
Lesson and Prayers of the People; Joey Spano – Acolyte 

10:15am Bob Nagaj – First Lesson; Martha Shea – Psalm; Bob Davis – 
Second Lesson; Prayers of the People – Deborah Shepherd; 
Madiba Richardson, Kanata Richardson, Hannah Oginsky– 
Acolytes 

8:00am Greeter/Usher Pam Lupinski 
10:15am Greeter Janice Pedersen 
10:15am Ushers Jonatan Ascarruz-Asencios, Veronica Griffith, Scout Osborn, 

Janice Pedersen, Kristine Sprague 

8am Eucharistic Minister Chuck Tucker 
10:15am Eucharistic Ministers Sandy Curtis, Marie Donigan, Will Wittig 
8am Healing Minister Elizabeth Swanchara 
10:15am Healing Minister  
Altar Guild Maryann LeComb, Kathy Stricker 
Bread Baker Christy Scott 
Lay Eucharistic Visitors Sandy Curtis 
Tech Team All 
Acolyte Verger Kevin McLogan 
MC John Russotto  
Opener/Closer Tim Morgan, Mark Miliotto 
Musicians Steve McGhee, Brynn Ward, St. John’s Chancel Choir  
Associate Clergy/Curate The Rev. Gerardo Aponte-Safe 
Rector The Rev. Beth Taylor 
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Parish Calendar            December 4 – 11, 2022 
 
Sunday, December 4 8:00am  Worship – in person 
 9:00am Vestry Q&A (in Sanctuary/and Zoom)  
 10:15am  Sunday School 
 10:15am  Worship – in person/Zoom 
 First Sunday Breakfast immediately following the 10:15 

service in Jatho Hall 
 Vestry Q&A in Jatho Hall, north end, following First 

Sunday Breakfast  
Monday, December 5 7:00pm Meditation 
 
Tuesday, December 6 
  
Wednesday, December 7 10:00am Bible Study 
  
Thursday, December 8 11:30am Healing Service 
 1:30pm Legacy Christmas Tea 
 7:30pm  Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 9 
  
Saturday, December 10 7:30pm Detroit Concert Choir at St. John’s   
 
Sunday, December 11 8:00am  Worship – in person 
 9:00am Special Parish Meeting in Sanctuary  
 10:15am  Sunday School 
 10:15am  Worship – in person/Zoom 

 New To You Donation Day 
 11:30am Special Parish Meeting (in Sanctuary/on 

Zoom)   
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December Birthdays 
 

Dorothy Buell 12/21 
Brad Carter 12/2 
Erica Clites 12/9 
Bob Davis 12/16 
Leesa Elkins 12/20 
Keith Freeman 12/11 
Tabitha Guest 12/26 
Melanie Macey 12/24 
Claire Mazurek* 12/7 
Nathan McMurray 12/3 
Trudy Nagaj 12/22 
Bill Nixon 12/26 
Lauren Oakes 12/20 

Scout Osborn 12/31 
JoAnna Prudden 12/18 
Hannah Sells 12/31 
Nick Swan 12/23 
Jennifer Taub 12/8 
Beth Taylor 12/16 
Presley Varghese 12/24 
Anthony Visintainer 12/12 
Cheri Whalen 12/20 
Annabel Wilson 12/16 
Bette Ann Wright 12/10 
Leo Youngblood* 12/22 

*=  child

 

 

December Anniversaries 
Dayton & Stasi Brown 12/1/2001 
Marie Donigan & Kevin McLogan 12/28/2003 
Waymon & Maedell Howard 12/10/1955 
Kelly Mankin & Michael Tonda 12/4/2015 
Jelane & John Oginsky 12/5/2020 
Dennis & Rosemary Spatafora 12/27/1975 
Angela & Jayson Stough 12/8/2018 
Kari & Jeff Wilson 12/29/1995 
Paul & Bette Ann Wright 12/7/1974 

 

 

If you celebrate a Birthday or an Anniversary in December, and your name is not on this list, 
we’d love to have it! Please call 248-546-1255 and leave the information with Jennifer Perkins, 
Parish Administrator or email it to us at office@stjohnro.org   Thank you!
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With Thanks – 2023 Stewardship 

Pledged gifts help the Vestry create and adhere to a 2023 budget for staff, programs, and 
outreach. With those estimates, we will be able to plan for St. John’s mission and ministry 
with confidence. Stewardship is not limited to financial pledges; it is also the commitment of 
time, ministry team participation, and volunteering that we offer to God through the church. 
The following households have made pledges for the coming year* Thank you for your 
participation. *This list is current as of Tuesday, November 29, 2022. It will be updated again 
in the next bulletin. Pledge cards are available in the church, in the office, or can be mailed to 
you by request. 
 

Carol Aaron 
James & Mary Adams 
Safyan Afzal & Robert Stevens 
Rachel Andrews & Kathleen Battles 
Gerardo Aponte-Safe 
Askari Asante 
Jonatan Ascarruz-Asencios 
Paulynn Auger 
Krystn Aversa 
Anne & Peter Baird 
Charles & Shelley Baker 
Gregg & Denise Barnett & family 
Jennifer & Erich Bartleman & family 
Geoff & Kristen Benes 
Terri & Greg Bennett 
Carol Berousek 
George Blair 
Rosalie Boerkoel 
Christopher Bosley 
Jan Bostwick 
Gloria Brown & Kathy Kustowski 
Obie Burch & Kathy Brooks 
Scott & Jennifer Bruns 
Christine Carline 
Brad Carter & Elizabeth Moon Carter & family 
Megan Clark 
Erica Clites 
Janet & Clarence Craft 
Peg Coury & Lisa Dion 
Sandra Curtis 
Jamiel & Elizabeth Dado 
Carolyn Darling 
Ann Davis 
Robert Davis & Linda Watkins 
Bruce & Cheryl Donigan 
Marie Donigan & Kevin McLogan 
Ellen Ehrlich & Linda Northcraft 
Bernadette Ethridge 

Steve & Mary Fairman 
H. Michael Falconer 
Martie Falconer 
Cheryl Fehan 
Cynthia Fellner 
Linda Forton & Elaine Kapelanski 
Allyson Frank 
Ayesha Gaggino 
Aubrey Garfield & Sarah Muth 
Dale & Barbara Gilbertson 
Mary Gilhuly 
Greg Gmerek 
Gail Gordon 
Diana Graor 
Veronica Griffith 
Gayle Groshko 
Abby Gustafson 
Barbara Heath 
Cathy Holcomb 
Waymon & Maedell Howard 
Stephen & Patricia Johnston 
Barbara Jones 
Yve Jones 
David Kaiser 

Barbara & James Karchon 
Pete & Maureen Kelly 
Sharon & Brian Kennedy 
Jeff Kidder 
Mary Kimber 
Kellie & Erik Kornmiller & family 
Ray & Diana Kwiatkowski 
Jalynn Lassic 
Robert Lazich 
Maryann LeComb & Kathy Stricker 
Richard LeJeune 
Kayleigh Long 
Barbara Lugger 
Ned & Melanie Macey & family 
Dan & Lisa Machesky & family 
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Maryann Maiuri & Kim Unrau 
Kelly Mankin & Michael Tonda 
Heidi & Robert Mapley 

Allie & Caitlin Marcum 
Ricky A. Marinco 

Dan Martin 
Connie Maszatics & Sharon Williams 
Brent & Joan McFeaters 
Brian and Holly McNeal & family 
Mark Miliotto & Beth Taylor & family 
Justina Misuraca 
Barbara Mitchell 
Barbara & Chris Moran 
Joyce Morey 
LeeAnn & Tim Morgan 
Mary Ann Morrow 
Lynne Muth 
Bob & Trudy Nagaj 
Gary & Kelly Neighbors 
Cynthia & Bill Nixon 
Therese Nottingham 
Lisa Oakes & family 
Dan & Ashley O’Connor & family 
John Oginsky & Jelane Richardson Oginsky & family 
Scout Osborn & Kris Sprague 

Jeff Parent 
Janice Pedersen 
Lisa Phillips 
Anne Marie Piwonski & Maria Walter 
Tony & Genalou Poage 
JoAnna Prudden 
Mozhgon Rajaee 
Marilyn Robinson 
T. Bruce Robson 
Ann Ruggirello & Marsha Tuck 
Mendie Russell 
John Russotto & Lawrence Singer 

Bobbie Schillag 
Devan Schultheis 
Christy & Colin Scott & family 
Martha Shea 
Deborah Shepherd 
Debbie Smith  
Jacquelyn Smith 
Kim Smith 
Joey Spano 
Dennis & Rosemary Spatafora 
Jacquelyn Speer 
Eliza Stewart 
Nicole & Andy Stewart 
Elizabeth Swanchara 
Allison Sykes 
Victoria Targosz 
Greg & Jennifer Taub & family 
Helen Thornton 
Beth & Perry Threatt 
Susan Tower 
Chuck & Linda Tucker 
Mark & Becky Valenti 
Dustin & Christine Walker & family 
Bob Walsh 
Bill & Kate Weide 
James Whipple 
Cheri Whalen 
Kathy Whyard 
Kathy White 
Kari & Jeff Wilson & family 
Will & Timi Wittig & family 
Larry Wodecki 
Jennifer Wofford & family 
Paul & Bette Ann Wright 
Daniel & Christopher Wright-Cuschieri & family 
Tamra Zakar & family 
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Additional Prayer List 
 

Persons being prayed for:  Requested by: 
Sarah Rachel Andrews 
Dottie Anne & Pete Baird 
Janet The Barnett Family 
Michele The Bennett Family 
Briana, Wettona, Ezra, Vic, Jackie Gloria Brown 
Sandi Jen Bruns 
Geri, Jennifer, Elaine Christine Carline 
Lois, Willa Janet Craft 
Edward Sandy Curtis 
Matthew, Heather, India, Joann, Jim Carolyn Darling 
Larry, Lois Chris Davis, Lonnie Shelton 
Gary, Patrick Ann Davis 
Jeanette, Evelyn Cheryl Donigan 
Donna  Ellen Ehrlich 
Pat, Janet Mary Fairman & Sue Brown 
Angelina, Jamie Allyson Frank 
Clyde, Shauna, Shannon The Gilbertsons 
Donna, MaryPat, Linda Diana Graor 
Maedell Waymon Howard 
Romaine, Donna, Diedre & family, Terry, Sonya Jeffernell Howcott 
Donna Ann Johnson 
Mike, Meghan, Marie, Jim, Adam Barbara Killinger 
JoAnn, Edgar, Mary Lou, Natalia Kathy Kustowski 
Lorie, David, Rosa, Dennis, Ed, Linda Maryann LeComb & Kathy Stricker 
Mike Leah Lynady 
Linda, Kathryn Kelly Mankin & Michael Tonda 
Bill Barbara & Chris Moran 
Ken Lynne Muth 
Arthur Janice Pedersen 
Patty, Jim, Ron, David, Maria Mapley Extended Family 
Dave, Kate, Evie, Caroline, Rhonda, Joe Mary Ann Morrow 
Gail, Phil, Steven, Paul Bob & Trudy Nagaj 
Randy Marilyn Robinson 
Jeanne, Danny Scout Osborn & Kris Sprague 
Adam, Don Jeff & Nancy Sever 
Bob, Scott, Marilyn, Karen, Andrea Joey Spano 
Barbara, Susanne Bob Stevens 
David, David Elizabeth Swanchara 
Dominic, Pam, Sally, Cristi, Nancy, Miles, Jackie The Sykes Family 
June Barbara Thornton 
Vickie Chuck & Linda Tucker 
Brian Bob Walsh 
Gabrielle Pam Lupinski 
Debbie, Marion Tamra Zakar 
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Stewardship Reminders and Updates 

  

2023 Annual Stewardship Campaign Pledge Update 

The Stewardship Team and the Vestry thank everyone who has made a 2023 pledge to 
St. John’s for our year round programs and ministries. To date we have received 151 
returned pledges totaling $359,300. We are hoping to have $410,000 or more in pledges 
for 2023. If you have not yet pledged to make a financial commitment to St. John’s, we 
encourage you to do so. Please consider your pledge prayerfully and with a sense of 
where God is calling us in ministry and mission. Pledge “cards” are available in the pews, 
in the church office, and can be dropped into the offering plate, mailed, or returned by 
hand to the St. John’s office. Or pledges can be made on our 
webpage stjohnsroyaloak.org under the “Pledge” tab. Thank you. 
  

Is your 2022 St. John’s Pledge up to date? 

Advent blessings to you. As of the end of last week, our year to date pledge payments 

were at $332,146 (actual) compared to $379,963 (annual budget) with another 

$47,817 to go for the year. We typically see significant pledge and with “plate” (gifts 
made in the offering plate) during the month of December. We hope that will be the case 
this year! Please make every effort to get current with your 2023 pledges so that we can 
end the year in a strong position. If you are not a pledger, please know that your 
offerings will make a significant difference in our ministries. The work of God through 
St. John’s is counting on all of us. 
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Tear this off and take it home! 
Special Offering 

Christmas Flowers and  
Special Christmas Music 

 
It is the tradition at St. John’s to have professional instrumental 
musicians, and to adorn the church in poinsettias and greenery for 
Christmas Eve. Your special offering will honor a loved one, bring 
beauty to our Christmas worship, and send a colorful greeting to a 
homebound parishioner.  
 

 
Please complete this form and return with check (Payable to St. John’s Episcopal Church. 
Memo: Christmas Flowers/Music) by Tuesday, December 13, 2022.  

 

I enclose $ _______________ for flowers/music during the Christmas season. (A 
minimum donation of $25 is suggested; however, all donations will be accepted and 
recognized). 
 
In memory of / or thanksgiving for (circle one, please print legibly) 
 

 
In memory of / or thanksgiving for (circle one, please print legibly) 
 

 
Signed: 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Print: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________________we will only call with questions 
 
Please drop in offering plate with form, or mail with form to:  
 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, 26998 Woodward Ave, 
Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Questions? Contact: Church Office 248-546-1255  

 


